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BBPA Coming of Age, As Its Harry
Jerome Awards Recognize Excellence

By Colin Rickards
Pride Contributing Writer

TORONTO,
Ontario — Slick
presentation, a bang-
upopeningyouth-ori-
ented musical motiva-
tional number, tight
schedulingand admi-
rable discipline
among the recipients
—no hogging the microphone — made the
Black Business and Professional Associa-
tion (BBPA) gala presentation of The Harry
Jerome Awardsa fast-paced and entertaining
event.

The theme thisyearwas: “We Believe in
You, We Believe in Us.”

“We arerecognizing 13 of our brightest
and best,” said BBPA President, Audrey
Walters, kicking off the 26" such gala event,
held at the Toronto Congress Centre last
Saturdayevening. “The Harry Jerome Awards
Galais a time when our community comes
together.”

Out of what Walters said was a record
numberof nominations, The Harry Jerome
Awards Committee,chaired by Karyn Percil,
selected awardees in 12 specific categories
—theiragesspanning more than halfacen-
tury, from early 20s to early 70s — while
Walters chose educator Dr. Chris Spence,
Director of the Hamilton-Wentworth Dis-
trict School Board, toreceive the President’s
Award.

The Harry Jerome Awards, named in
memory of Olympicand World Record hold-
ing sprinter Harry Jerome of Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan, began life asa simple one-off
eventin March, 1983, when a group of Black
business people and educators got together
and decided todosomething torecognize the
crop of Black World Class and Olympian
trackand field athletesthenat the top of their
careers.

Theideaofthe awardsactually predates
by a few months the incorporation of the
BBPA itself, which came into being as a
result of the same networking which led to
the creation of The Harry Jerome Awards.

These soon moved away from solely rec-
ognizing athletic achievement, and gradu-
ally came toencompass excellence in the full
gamutofthebusinessand professional world.

However, because of its history, The
HarryJerome Award for Athletics hasespe-
cial prestige and waswon thisyear by soccer
goalkeeper Anne OlukemiOgundele. It was
presented by Debbie Jerome,who hasalways
beensupportive of the awards program named
forherlate father.

The Harry Jerome Award for Lifetime
Achievementwent to Willie O’Ree, who 50
years ago this year became the first Black
playerinthe National Hockey League, and
now headsup the NHL/USA Hockey Diver-
sity Task Force.

“Ifeel very humbled and very gratified,”
O’Ree said, in accepting the award. “I en-
countered racism, prejudice, bigotry and ig-
norance in my early hockey days, butI have
always been a positive person. This award
meansalottome—anditwillmeanalotto

the boys and girls I work with.”

The RBC Financial Group hasbeen in-
volved with The Harry Jerome Awards for
the past 14 years, and sponsored the 2008
Harry Jerome Community Service Award,

from Philadelphia to be present. “If you
persevere, all the road blocks come down.”

Membersof Warren Salmon’s family had
flown in from Boston to see him presented
with The Harry Jerome Award for Technol-

Warren Salmon (third from left), co-founder of the social/business networking group, First
Fridays, allows his son, Shakarri, to hold his BBPA Harry Jerome Award. Joining in the night
of celebration was Salmon’s family (left to right): Leslie Salmon (sister), Caitlyn (daughter), Mrs.
Bev Salmon, former Toronto councillor (mother), and Dr. J. Douglas Salmon (brother).

whichwenttolawyerand social activist Roger
Rowe.

A galaxy of political figures turned out
forthegala,including Senator Donald Oliver,
whowasrepresenting Canada’s Secretary of
State (Multiculturalism and Canadian Iden-
tity) Jason Kenny; Gerry Phillips, Ontario’s
Minister of Energy, representing Premier
Dalton McGuinty;and Ontario Progressive
Partyleader John Tory.

Michael Chan,Ontario’s Minister of Citi-
zenship and Immigration, presenting The
Harry Jerome Media Award to Marci Ien of
CTV,said thatshehad “been a familiar face
inallourhomessince she made herdebuton
CTVelevenyearsago.”

“Thisaward isso special to me,” said Ien,
some of whose family members had come up

ogyand Innovation.

Founder of Black Board International,
anonline service and software company tailed
to people of African descent, Salmon, who
was Nominated by community worker Ned
Blair,isadedicated volunteer,aswell asthe
dynamo behind the popular First Fridays
networking sessions.

For the Salmons, the Jeromes have be-
comesomethingofafamilyaffair. Hismother,
former City and Metro Councillor Bev
Salmon, received a Harry Jerome Award
duringher political career,and hisfather, the
late Dr. Douglas Salmon, an eminent sur-
geon, received a Posthumous Harry Jerome
Award.

Dr. Stephen Blizzard, who received The
Harry Jerome Award for Health Sciences,
spent his professional

Dr. Stephen Blizzard and his sister, Flora Francis.
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careerwith the Canadian
Armed Forces as a jet
pilotand aviation medi-
cine specialist.

The Harry Jerome
Trailblazer Award went
to Dr. Alex MacGregor,
Founder,Presidentand
current Deanof Faculty
atthe Toronto Institute
of Pharmaceutical Tech-
nology.

Aswith perhapsmost
other recipients, the
awardsgalawasan occa-
sion for family, and Dr.
MacGregor’schildren—
who, he said, had never
had an opportunity tobe
present when he has re-
ceived professional
recognitions in the past
—wereintheaudience.

Theotherawardswent to: Vera Manu—
Academics Award; Cheryl Foggo — Arts
Award; Anthony Sherwood —Entertainment
Award; Charles Oforia Attah— Leadership
Award;and Professor Njoki Wane —Profes-
sional Excellence Award.

Under BBPA President Walters there is
new leadership in the organization these
days,and new things are being putin place.
Breakingwith the tradition of the tried and
true of pastyears, the cadre of younger lead-
ersistaking steps perhaps more attuned to
the times,while attempting tostay true to the
vision of the Founders,and to the roots of the
organization.

The BBPAmarkedits25the anniversary
in 2007 and the new regime has ushered in
new thinking on a number of levels, not least
concerning anew name for the long-running
Harry Jerome Scholarships.

These are dedicated to supporting and
promoting the achievement ofacademicex-
cellence by Black youth, and have been re-
named The BBPA National Scholarships.

“We are very proud of the contribution
we have made, and continue to make, to our
youth and community,” Walters told Pride
News Magazine. “Thisname change will set
aside the confusion that sometimes existed
in people’smindsbetween The Harry Jerome
Scholarshipsand The Harry Jerome Awards.
Moreimportantly, will firmly establish the
Scholarshipsasanational program.”

The Harry Jerome Scholarships were
established in 1986, and over the past 21
years the BBPA has granted almost $1 mil-
lion to 340 students from across Canada.
LastOctober,40students received scholar-
shipsvalued at $117,500.

“The Scholarships programwasdesigned
to give Black Canadian youth who demon-
strate the potential tobecome the next gen-
eration of leaders in our community, the
opportunitytocontinue theirindividual suc-
cess,”said Stanley Julien, Chair of the Schol-
arshipFund.

“Through thisscholarship program,we
areabletoassist these remarkable studentsin
achieving their dreams of pursuing post-
secondaryeducation and realizing their po-
tential. Ourscholarship recipients are from
all partsof Canada,so thisname changeisan
importantstep in the growth of the Scholar-
shipFund.”

For more information on The BBPA
National Scholarships, visit online at
www.bbpa.org, call (416) 504-4097 or email
atbbpa@bellnet.ca.

Comedian Jay Martin was M.C. for the
Harry Jerome Awards Gala and entertain-
mentwas provided by the always-energetic
Baby BoyzDance Group, Eddie Bullen and
the HJA Band and the Children’s Dance
Theatre,amongothers.pmims
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