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Black Business Helps Youth Gain Gmundmg In African Heritage

n,-uua Rickards
Eride Gontributg Wrear

TORONTO, Omarlo — State Farm
Insurance, Warren Salmon’s Black Bonrd
International and The United Way of
Greater Toronto - TIWGT - have joined
forces b}crcawa‘umagmatm:mcmmal
prigram called the SOMA Community
Tnitinive, 1o help rajse swareness ahour
Blach history ond cultare,

“State Farm iz providing fundinge thar
will allow 11 United Way-supported
agencics, locared thronghonr Toranio's
neighbonrhpods, 0 receive licences Lo se

Black Board International’s Ashawaze:

Afrocentric Software,” Salmon explaipsd,
“T'hiz neighbourhood-based instiative.
which 15 tocused on children and vouths,
aged 31014, 15 aiméd atimproving reading.
ardcom puter lernoyskilks, while bailding
. self-esteem, through awareness of Black
culrure and history,”

Since L9, Toronio-hased Black Board
International kas provided culturaily-
related educationzl sofoware and services,
for use a1 home and in educational and
learning institutes, Ther lineof software
ineludes proarams, inmanydifferent areas,
for children and sdults,

Salmon, the Ghjﬂmu\rﬂ Officerof’
Blackboard International, creator of the
compater software, expliined that Statc
Farm mmcu made Ma penerous

dhomathom™ bo TLWS np-ct:l&mxlh-ai ﬂl:
maﬁeg.rbeuﬁm‘
the Black Board Intumwrah:duumma]

Warren Salin

soffware; for organizalions and sgencies,
in i varieny of high-needs areas,

“Btate Farm is proud o suppart this
community initiative atmed a1 local
children and youth,” said Barbara
Rallizaimo, The company's Vice Preddent,

Operations, “We have & longsanding

tradition of suppeding our communities
w_l.ﬂuat'!!t!.r_a.nd,adntatmn programs, Being

o pood neighbour mesns sctively
ouE

supporting  and  improving
communities, By focusingon ourchildren

and youth, we are building for the fulure”

The SOMA [mitiative was launched,
last Friday, at the offices of Tropicana
Community Services Organization. in
Searborowgh.

“It’s;appmpnmftu launch the SOMA
Comminity Initiarive dﬁ:{ng ‘Blucke
History Month, because the feun knm_l of
thee comtent within the software is Black
history,” said Salmen. 1 appleud State
Farmand The Upited Way for recognizing
the value of our aucPMar:, 'ﬂ'l:ilcﬁ has bren

designed raddress many of the challemrges
fsumg Toronto, through its empl'la?-ls urt
positive role models and hmnrjr-m[apeﬁ
content,”

Blackboard International’s PrOgrams
have been marehed withvariows Frovineial
cuseiculum mndo.rds and have receved
recommendstion foe nse in the bome, and
&t all schaal levels, by a number of

‘edueators, in amncwufm:oa and home-

based app_-ll-l:ktill:!hx. ;

“Dur work: with vouth is at the core of
Thie United $ay's commitment timaking
real change in our ey, particularly in
neighbourhoods in the mnencity," suid Earl
Miller. n hoard mernber with TUWGT,
and Chair of it African Canadian
Commies. o

“Wehope the fruits of this parinership
will ‘engage African Canadian youth in
umr:mhhmhgt,andmummﬂnm
further cxplore the imporeant
comtributings of Black peeple”

State Farm, which has been operating
in Cauad:u'imc: 1938, is the second Largest
aufo MEUTEr in D’ntann, gnd the fourth
lirgest in the nation.

Tnas also the third largest property and
casuatry imaurer in Ontirio and fifth in
Canada, with 460 agems curremily
. prowiding insurance and financial services.
from murual funds and life insurance, 1
wehiclefoans; home and auto insurunce, in
Alberta. New Brunswick and Onratio,
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